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EU contributes €12 million in funding
to help Myanmar displaced persons in Thailand

BANGKOK, 10 MARCH 2023 —The European Union (EU) awarded EUR 12 million to six new
projects aiming to enhance the resilience and self-reliance of displaced populations on the Thai-
Myanmar border.

Today, H.E. Mr David Daly, Ambassador of the European Union to Thailand and representatives
from non-governmental organisations signed five new project agreements, which will support
90,759 displaced persons living in the nine temporary shelters along the Thai-Myanmar border.

"Conflict, violence and persecution are forcing more and more people to flee their homes.
Displaced populations often find themselves stranded for years with limited support. As a country
of destination and transit, Thailand plays an important role in international migration in the region.
Through funding the programme, the EU is supporting Thailand in its humanitarian effort to
maintain decent living conditions and prepare the populations in the temporary shelters for a better
future,” said H.E. Mr David Daly, Ambassador of the European Union to Thailand.

The programme translates into six projects implemented by long-engaged expert entities in their
respective fields. These include the Adventist Development and Relief Agency Thailand (ADRA
Thailand) with a focus on vocational training, the Catholic Office for Emergency Relief and
Refugees (COERR Foundation) with a focus on development of skills in sustainable organic
agriculture, Humanity & Inclusion (HI) through their engagement with people with disabilities,
Malteser International (MI) with specialisation on health, water, sanitation and hygiene, Save the
Children with a focus on education, and UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) through their engagement
on child protection and for durable solutions.!

The programme interventions are tailored to reflect the needs of displaced persons by ensuring
access to essential services and capacity building for sustainable self-reliance beyond life in the
shelters.

The Country Director of ADRA Thailand, Mr Quentin Campbell, stated, “The vocational training
programmes from ADRA running with funding from the European Union not only bring new skills
and expertise to young people, but also prepare them for life outside the temporary shelters.”

“Since 2013, Save the Children has been implementing basic education in the 9 temporary shelters
in Thailand with the continued support from the EU to ensure that 19,216 displaced children from
Myanmar will have quality education,” added Mr Prasert Tepanart, Executive Director of Save
the Children (Thailand) Foundation.

The European Union is a longstanding contributor of assistance to displaced populations and their
hosting communities in Thailand, having supported numerous programmes in the nine temporary
shelters along the Thailand—Myanmar border since 1995.

1 EU-UN work together for sustainable development and promotion of human rights in Thailand, 1 March 2023:
https://thailand.un.org/en/221081-eu-un-work-together-sustainable-development-and-promotion-human-rights-thailand
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